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Presentation outline 

•  History of digital projects  
•  Sneak peek at beta site  
•  Behind the scenes of 

CollectiveAccess 
•  Next steps 

"A patrolman investigating the troubles 
of one of his small charges." NYPD 1915 
Annual Report. Lloyd Sealy Library 
Digital Collections 

Title page image: “Identification photograph of Leonard Cohen, Irving 
Moskowitz, Anthony Maffatorre alias Dukey, Abraham Levine, alias Pretty.” 
1937, Burton B. Turkus Papers, Lloyd Sealy Library Digital Collections. 



History of digital projects at JJ 

•  Crime in New York* (c.2006) 
–  Trial Transcripts of the County of New 

York 1883–1927 
–  Papers of Burton Turkus & Lewis Lawes 

•  DSpace (2011) 
–  Various items added piecemeal  

•  Internet Archive* (2012) 
–  80+ special collections books scanned 

 
* Funded by METRO grant 

Prisoner's Criminal Record 
of Frank Lobiascio. 1930. 
Burton B. Turkus Papers, 
Lloyd Sealy Library Digital 
Collections. 



Justice in New York:  An Oral History 

Consolidating digital efforts 

Burton Turkus Papers 

Lewis Lawes Papers 

Trial Transcripts John Jay College Archives 

Internet Archive books 

Lloyd Sealy Library Digital Collections: 

Internet Archive-scanned books 

Previous digital projects New digital projects 

More collections! 



Sneak peek! 
 

dc.lib.jjay.cuny.edu 



•  collectiveaccess.org 
•  Open source 
•  CMS for libraries, archives, & museums 
•  Other local users:  
– New Museum 
– Queens Memory Project 
–  Launching 2014:  

•  BAM 
•  9/11 Memorial & Museum 
•  NY State Archives 
•  New School Archives & Special Collections 

•  Consultants: Openflows (openflows.org) 



CollectiveAccess features 

•  Robustly customizable metadata  
– Out-of-the-box Dublin Core 
– Connects to LCSH and other 

vocabulary APIs 
•  Batch-upload & -process images  
•  Designed to be a catalog and 

public UI 
•  Approachable developers and 

growing community 

Reverse of Mug shots of 
Frank Lobiascio. 1933, 
Burton B. Turkus Papers, 
Lloyd Sealy Library Digital 
Collections 



Next steps 
•  Outreach 
– 2014–15: 50th Anniversary 
– Social media: Mugshot Mondays 

& Throwback Thursdays 
– Advertise as curricular resource 

•  Growth 
– Migrate all Trial Transcripts  
– Partner with other John Jay 

depts to scan & upload items 
from the Archives 

Items from the John Jay 
College of Criminal 
Justice Archives, Lloyd 
Sealy Library  



Why? 

•  Continuing commitment to research 
materials & gifts to the Library 

•  Continued promotion of John Jay as a 
research site  

•  “Public access is tactical preservation.”  
 Bethany Nowviskie, “Reality Bytes” 

 



Thanks! Questions? 
The Lloyd Sealy Library Digital Collections  
will launch for the public in spring 2014. 

 
My contact info: 
•  Robin Camille Davis 

Emerging Technologies & Distance Services Librarian,  
Lloyd Sealy Library, John Jay College of Criminal Justice 

•  robdavis@jjay.cuny.edu  
•  @robincamille 
 
This presentation is posted at robincamille.com/presentations 


